The Courant Initiative for the Mathematical Sciences in Education (CIMSE) 
Math and Reading: Delivery on the Promise of Mayoral Control
Experts Examine Mayor Bloomberg's Education Reforms and Give Recommendations                                                                      
Sunday, October 2, 2005                                                                                                                                                   2:00 pm - 5:30 pm                                                                                                                         
Main Auditorium – Ground Floor                                                                                                                            Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences,  New York University                                                                                                                                 251 Mercer Street                                                                                                                                                                          New York, NY 10012
The persistent poor performance of students in urban districts in the United States has prompted a flurry of reforms in recent years. In several cities, reformers are resting their hopes on a theory that the key to improvement is to turn the leadership of the school system over to the mayor, who presumably will act promptly to install successful programs and bold innovations.
Nowhere has this particular experiment in school reform advanced more rapidly than in New York City, where Mayor Michael Bloomberg persuaded the State Legislature in 2002 to abolish the independent Board of Education and give him complete control of the school system.  Under Mayor Bloomberg the New York City Board of Education became the New York City Department of Education, with all its employees answerable only to the Mayor.  Mayor Bloomberg appointed as school chancellor an administrator from outside the education world, Joel Klein, who had directed the Federal Government's anti-trust efforts.  In January, 2003 the Mayor announced "Children First," his new agenda for New York City schools.  The plan launched a radical re-organization and system-wide instructional reforms, the most far-reaching changes to city schools in a generation.   
Children First decisions on  "standard curriculum" in reading and mathematics  have been perhaps the most controversial. Federal reading experts, and mathematicians and scientists at colleges and universities locally and across the country have repeatedly warned the selected  programs lack important foundation skills and knowledge,  and  already  tried and discredited in other parts of the country.   The grave concerns of many in the NYC  education community have been chronicled in weekly commentary by New York Sun columnist Andy Wolf,  in numerous op-ends by Diane Ravitch, such as "Where the Mayor Went Wrong, Would you want to study at a Bloomberg School? (Wall Street Journal, May 2005) and by Sol Stern, his latest: "An Education Revolution That Never Was" (Education Next, September, 2005)
At this forum, Diane Ravitch, a leading historian of New York City public education and a former US Assistant Secretary of Education, will give an address on NYC education reform under Mayoral control.  Distinguished reading and mathematics experts and NYC education journalists will discuss Children First instructional programs and policies.  Topics will include:   What has changed as a result of Mayoral Control and Children First? What does the history in NYC and other urban districts, using similar reforms tell us about the potential for success in NYC?   Who are the experts and stakeholders most important to involve in decisions on instructional programs and policy?  What was the extent of their involvement in the Children First process?  Who was involved in Children First? What are the strengths and weaknesses of the Children First reading and math reforms?  What are the necessary components of an exemplary reading and math curriculum and programs?  Are there examples of high standards and successful reforms at home and abroad that we might look to?  What recommendations should be considered by education policy makers to begin to deliver on the promise of Mayoral Control, to provide an authentic, quality education to NYC school children?   
              Audience members will have several opportunities during the program for questions and comments. 
              The analyses and discussions will raise important questions and provide practical guidance for parents, educators, policy makers, elected officials and education philanthropies, for everyone concerned about the future of NYC schools.
              Please join us!
AGENDA
2:00 pm    Welcome           

CHARLES NEWMAN, Director, Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences, New York University              ELIZABETH CARSON, Founder & Director, NYC HOLD Honest Open Logical Decisions on Mathematics Education Reform
2:05      PRESENTATION:  THE PROBLEM WITH MAYORAL CONTROL         
DIANE RAVITCH, Research Professor of Education, New York University
2:40        Audience Q and A
 ANDREW WOLF (Moderator for all three discussions), Education Columnist, New York Sun; Editor  & Publisher, Riverdale Review and Bronx Press
                 PANEL I:  READING INSTRUCTION
2:55       NYC'S PEDAGOGICAL TYRANNY   
SOL STERN, Senior Fellow, Manhattan Institute; Contributing Editor, City Journal
3:10       READING INSTRUCTION - THEORY, RESEARCH, AND REFORM
SANDRA STOTSKY, Research Scholar at Northeastern University
3:25        Audience  Q and A  
3:45         - Break - 
                PANEL II: MATHEMATICS INSTRUCTION
4:00     NYC CHILDREN FIRST MATHEMATICS REFORMS 
FRED GREENLEAF, Professor of Mathematics, Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences, New York University
4:15      LESSONS FROM JAPAN - THE TIMSS VIDEOTAPE STUDY 
ALAN SIEGEL, Professor of Computer Science, Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences, New York University
4:30       MATHEMATICS EDUCATION REFORM: TOWARD A COHERENT K-16 CURRICULUM           
  STANLEY OCKEN, Professor of Mathematics, City College, City University of New York  
4:45      Audience  Q and A 
5:25     CLOSING REMARKS 
 SYLVAIN CAPPELL, Professor of Mathematics, Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences, New York University
5:30     Adjournment
________________________________________________________________________________

The Courant Institute at NYU is nearest the following Subway Lines:  A, B, C, D, E, F, V (West 4th Street) N, R, W (8th Street)
To RSVP and for additional information, or to request arrangements for translation services, please contact:
Elizabeth Carson at CIMSENYU@yahoo.com
________________________________________________________________________
This event is sponsored by the Courant Initiative for the Mathematical Sciences in Education (CIMSE),  housed at the Courant Institute for the Mathematical Sciences, New York University.  
CIMSE is a unique collaboration between NYU and area college and university faculty, and New York City parents, teachers and administrators. CIMSE supports activities to educate the parent, educational, business, and philanthropic communities locally and nationally on topics and issues in standards based mathematics education.
New York University's  Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences, a center for research and advanced training in computer science and mathematics, has  long been a leader in mathematical analysis, applied mathematics, and  scientific computation, with special emphasis on partial differential equations and their applications. In computer science, the Institute excels in theory, programming languages, computer graphics, and machine learning. Computer science and mathematics are viewed as living parts of the stream of science, not as isolated specialties.

 

