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2002-2003

Students at Levels 3 + 4

Students at Level 1

MATH

ELA

MATH

ELA

District

2003

2003

2003

2003

26

76.4

74.5

5.6

3.1

02

68.7

67.4

9.3

5.2

25

61.2

59.6

11.6

6.8

21

56.3

54.7

15.5

10.2

20

53.8

53.1

18.4

10.5

22

53.1

53.3

16.8

10.2

28

53.0

51.7

16.8

10.4

31

52.8

53.6

17.3

10.5

30

49.4

48.4

19.0

11.9

15

47.7

48.3

21.5

13.6

24

46.0

45.9

22.0

13.6

14

45.7

44

21.7

15.9

03

44.6

45.8

21.3

13.1

01

44.0

39.7

21.4

15.1

11

39.2

35.8

25.2

18.0

27

39.0

37.5

26.4

19.7

29

38.4

42.8

25.3

14.1

18

37.7

40.5

26.9

16.0

13

36.5

33.7

26.6

19.2

04

35.4

32.8

27.4

19.9

32

35.3

36.2

29.5

21.6

08

33.8

30.4

30.8

24.6

17

33.7

36.4

30.7

20.4

16

33.4

32.1

30.9

23.6

23

31.7

30.1

31.6

22.7

06

31.5

31.1

31.0

20.5

12

31.2

29

31.9

23.8

10

30.3

29.7

31.9

23.2

19

29.6

28.5

33.0

23.8

09

28.9

25.2

34.8

27.9

05

26.4

25.9

34.4

25.0

Chancellor's District

25.4

21.1

35.9

27.6

07

20.7

21.5

43.1

31.2

Citywide Special Ed

7.4

8.1

73.9

65.1

Citywide Total

41.9

41.1

25.1

17.4

Key:

Level 3 + 4:

Students who meet or exceed the learning standards

Level 1:

Students who do not meet the learning standards.

Source: http://www.nycenet.edu/daa/test_results
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Newspapers, bestsellers, and math instructors alike claim that American schools are increasingly unfriendly to numbers.  According to the test data, New York City children do not seem to be any different.  Approximately 1/3 of our fourth graders are achieving below grade level in math, and the problem is twice as bad for eighth graders.  New York City schools are producing a pool of innumerate graduates.  By the time they leave school, many have lost interest in math over the course of their education. Working with numbers is essential to function in today’s society, yet nearly 40% of our students failed the Regents Math A exam last year, a graduation requirement in New York State.

To the Department of Education’s credit, Children First put a real focus on rigorous mathematics instruction:  But the jury is still out on whether the reforms will produce the necessary results.


	NYS Assessments
	Grade 4 State

 Math Exam
	Grade 8 State

 Math Exam
	Regents

 Math A Exam

(55 pass level)

	% of Students Failing to Meet State Standards
	34
	66
	39


· Students in grades 8-12 take the Regents Math A exam only after they have completed the course.  The breakdown of students who failed the exam (55 level) in June 2003 by grade level is as follows:

8th – 2.5%, 9th – 20.3%, 10th – 39.0%, 11th – 47.1%, 12th – 45.9%   




Math Education in New York City:


 A  FAULTY EQUATION








City Council Education Committee - Eva Moskowitz, Chair 





Only one district last year found 70% of its students


 at or above the State math standards.  You do the math. 
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