May 11, 2004

Dr. William J. Moloney

 

Mr. Rick O’Donnell, Executive Director

Colo. State Commissioner of Education
Colo. Commission on Higher Education

Colo. Dept. of Education



1380 Lawrence Street, Suite 1200


201 E. Colfax Ave, Room 500


Denver, CO  80204

Denver, CO  80203


RE:  Philanthropy Roundtable May 25, 2004/ Math Achievement

Gentlemen:

I am a parent of two children in Colorado Springs School District 11.  For the past nine months, I have spent a significant amount of time researching math issues, spurred on in part by my 3rd grader’s math program that wants him to use calculators and write about math, rather than learn how to do the calculations on his own.  I have written letters to the editor, I was the parent panelist at D-11’s Math Town Hall held on February 2, 2004, and I have been involved in reviewing some of the information D-11 is putting together on math achievement, or lack thereof.

That said, this is a bigger issue than D-11.  Math scores across the country are poor.  Experts in mathematics, experts in job market trends, and even Alan Greenspan warn that we must, in the United States, do a better job educating our children in math and science.

The two of you are scheduled to participate in the Philanthropy Roundtable conference on May 25, 2004 titled “”Will Colorado Lead the Nation in Education Reform?”  We haven’t to date, but I would like to see that change.  What better way than to pick a substantive area, math, and direct the energies of this state towards changing the paradigm through which we see effective practices in math and science?

I am enclosing with this letter a packet of information I recently directed to Senator Andy McElhaney.  It documents some of the sad statistics on math achievement in the nation, and in this state.  I have been in contact with experts in and out of Colorado, and can certainly provide more information should you so desire on this very important issue.

I look forward to hearing from you about this very important issue.

Sincerely,

Carla Albers

6435 Ashton Park Place

Colorado Springs, CO  80919

(719) 594-0360

